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Cookin’ It Up – Interactive Improvisations in Music, Dance and Cuisine
October 4th – 7:00PM and 9:00 PM at Royal/T in Culver City

Art Auction at 8:00 PM to Benefit Angel City Arts

Monday night October 4th, the Angel City Jazz Festival presents Cookin’ It Up – Interactive Improvisations in Music, Dance, and Cuisine.  Cookin’ It Up is a multi-course performance and tasting event featuring Master Chefs Paul Canales & Kelsey Bergstrom of Oliveto in Oakland, dancer Oguri, and musicians Myra Melford - piano, Mark Dresser - bass, Alex Cline - percussion, Nels Cline - guitars, Jeff Gauthier - violin, and Yuka Honda - electronics and sampling. There will be two seatings Monday October 4th at 7:00 PM and 9:00 PM. The events will take place at Royal/T, 8910 Washington Blvd., Culver City 90535. Tickets are available in advance at AngelCityJazz.com. “Cookin’ It Up” is the third event in the week-long Angel City Jazz Festival October 2-9, 2010.

There will also be an art auction to benefit Angel City Arts at 8:00 PM featuring works by Yoshitomo Nara, Kenny Scharf, and others.  To bid on artworks, please go to www.angelcityarts.org.
Cookin’ It Up is a collaborative event that illuminates the ways in which improvisation informs music, dance, food preparation and presentation. Before the performance the musicians will provide chefs Canales and Bergstrom with compositional forms, musical themes and improvisational ideas. The chefs will respond with feedback, cues, and sparks from their own creative processes in the kitchen, while the dancer provides real time commentary on the various collaborations. During the performance, the chefs will design and present generous “tastes” of food based on musical ideas to be sampled by the audience. The evening will include a discussion about the collaborators’ processes and approach to improvising, and reveal the ideas and materials used to create the food, music, and dance.

Paul Canales is the Executive Chef of Oliveto Restaurant in Oakland, California. Chef Canales came to Oliveto in 1995. He was immediately taken with the restaurant’s commitment to the finest seasonal ingredients and authentic, regional Italian cooking that was developing in the restaurant’s kitchen. Canales graduated at the top of his class at Culinary Institute of America. While at CIA, he received many scholarships and awards including the Escoffier Award for Leadership and Academic Excellence and the Wine Spectator Award for Excellence.

All the musicians in “Cookin It Up are internationally renowned bandleaders who tour regularly with their own ensembles.  Myra Melford and Mark Dresser are two thirds of Trio M (with drummer Matt Wilson).  Melford tours internationally with her band “Be Bread” which includes trumpeter Cuong Vu, bassist Stomu Takeishi and guitarist 

Brandon Ross. Mark Dresser’s current collaborations include C/D/E with drummer Andrew Cyrille and multi-reed player, Marty Ehrlich, a duo, trio and quartet with hyperpianist, Denman Maroney, the Marks Brothers with fellow bassist Mark Helias, a duo with the cello virtuoso, Frances-Marie Uitti , a duo with the gifted drummer Susie Ibarra, and a duo with celebrated trombonist, Ray Anderson, . 

Guitarist Nels Cline and drummer/percussionist Alex Cline are well known to the Los Angeles creative music community.  Aside from his duties as guitarist in Wilco, Nels tours with his trio “The Nels Cline Singers,” and will be performing at the Angel City Jazz Festival October 3rd with the “Sons of Champignon” (with alto player Tim Berne and drummer Jim Black), and October 7th at the world premiere of his new work DIRTY BABY.  Nels’ twin brother Alex Cline has performed and recorded with artists such as Tim Berne, Bobby Bradford, Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, and countless others.  His current recording “Continuation” on Cryptogramophone features pianist Myra Melford, cellist Peggy Lee, bassist Scott Walton, and violinist Jeff Gauthier.  Yuka Honda is one half of the duos “Cibo Matto” with Miho Hatori, and “Fig” with Nels Cline.  Honda has performed with Petra Haden, Sean Lennon, Yoko Ono, Los Lobos, Mitchell Froom, Medeski Martin & Wood, Marc Ribot, Arto Lindsay, Edie Brickell, Vincent Gallo, Dave Douglas, Bernie Worrell and Caetano Veloso.  Violinist Jeff Gauthier records and performs with his ensemble The Jeff Gauthier Goatette with Nels and Alex Cline, David Witham and Joel Hamilton. He is co-director of the Angel City Jazz Festival, and founder of Cryptogramophone Records.
Oguri, a native of Japan, began his career as a dancer with master Tatsumi Hijikata, the creator of the Butoh dance form in post World War II Japan. Oguri joined famed dancer Min Tanaka's company, Mai-Juku in 1985, and for five years lived, worked, and helped establish Tanaka's farm outside of Tokyo. A resident of Southern California since 1990, Oguri formed his Los Angeles-based dance company, Renzoku, in 1993. He is the co-founder and artist-in-residence of La Boca, a studio/theater in the Sunshine Mission/Casa de Rosas (the oldest shelter for homeless women in Los Angeles) and an artist-in-residence at the Venice community theater the Electric Lodge. 
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